THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

resulting state of uncertainty which becomes allied to, and increases,
its intense anxiety, together with the impossibility of obtaining secure
knowledge of the phantasied destruction, gives rise to an obsessive
desire for knowledge. The child tries to overcome its anxiety, the
imaginary nature of which defies critical inspection, by laying extra
emphasis upon reality, by being over-precise, and so on. The doubt
which results from this uncertainty1 plays a part not only in creating
an obsessional character, but in stimulating exactness and order and
the observance of certain rules and rituals, and the like.

Another element which has an important bearing on the character
of obsessions is the intensity and multiplicity of the anxiety arising
from various sources, which is attached to the earliest danger situa-
tions. This intensity and multiplicity of the anxiety produces an
equally strong impulsion to set the defensive mechanisms in motion.
It induces the child to clean and put together in an obsessive manner
whatever it has dirtied or broken or spoiled in any way. It has to
beautify and restore the damaged thing in all manner of ways in
accordance with the variety of its sadistic phantasies and the details
contained in them.

The coercion which the obsessional neurotic often applies to other
people as well, is, I would say, the result of a manifold projection. In
the first place he is trying to throw off the intolerable compulsion
under which he is suffering by treating his object as though it were
his id or his super-ego and by displacing the coercion outside. In
doing this he is, incidentally, satisfying his primary sadism by tor-
menting and subjugating his object. In the second place he is turning
outward on to his external objects what is ultimately a fear of being
destroyed or attacked by his introjected objects. This fear has
aroused a compulsion in him to control and rule his imagos. This
compulsion (which can in fact never be satisfied) is turned against
external objects.

If I am correct in my view that the magnitude and intensity of
obsessional activities, and the severity of the neurosis are equivalent
to the extent and character of the anxiety arising from the earliest
danger-situations, we shall be in a better position to understand the
close connection which we know to exist between paranoia and the
more severe forms of obsessional neurosis. According to Abraham, in
paranoia the libido regresses to the earlier of the two anal-sadistic
stages. From what I have been able to discover, I should be inclined
to go further and say that in the early anal-sadistic stage, the

1 In his 'Notes upon a Case of Obsessional Neurosis' (1909), Freud remarks:
"The compulsion) on the other hand, is an attempt at a compensation for the
doubt and at a correction of the intolerable conditions of inhibition to which
the doubt bears witness' (S.E. 10, p. 243).
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